Amendments to Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this patent 
application. 

Listing of Claims 

Claims 

1-46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Withdrawn) A closur e for a compartm e nt having one or mor e walls and an opening 
defin e d by at l e ast on e of th e walls, th e closure b e ing as s ociat e d with at l e ast one fastener 
located inside the compartm e nt and adapt e d to hold the closure in a first position r e lativ e to 
the opening, th e fast e n e r b e ing adapt e d to caus e the closure to assum e a s e cond position 
relativ e to th e op e ning upon r e c e ipt of a s uitable signal, wher e in th e closure comprises at 
l e ast on e indicium visible from outsid e th e compartm e nt and adapted to provid e a visual 
indication of a status of th e closure or the compartm e nt. 

48. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 17, wherein th e fast e n e r comprises m e ans for 
communicating to a r e mote device information relating to th e closure, the compartment or 
its cont e nts. 

49. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 17, wherein the compartm e nt forms an array with oth e r 

compartm e nts having similar fast e ners, th e first m e ntioned fast e n e r is addressabl e and 
th e signal is provid e d by m e ans e xt e rnal to the compartm e nt and capable of addr e ssing 
the first m e ntion e d fast e n e r. 

50. (Withdrawn) Th e cl os ure of claim 4 7, wh e r e in the compartment is a mail box or locker. 

5 1 . (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 50, wh e r e in th e compartment is a mail box having an 

int e rnal opening for d e posit of mail. 

52. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 17, having a slot provided at on e e nd of or through the 

closur e . 

53. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 47, wherein the closur e is hinged to the compartment at 

the op e ning. 
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54. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of olaim 47, whorein in th e first position tho closure clos e s th e 

op e ning. 

55. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of olaim 5 4 , wh e rein the fast e n e r locat e d inside the compartm e nt 

is adapted to hold tho closur e in th e first position relative to tho opening without input of 
e n e rgy. 

56. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 47, wherein in th e second position th e closure permits 

acc e ss to th e op e ning upon r e ceipt of tho signal. 

57. (Currently Amended) A closure for a compartment having one or more walls and an 
opening defined by at least one of the walls, the closure being associated with at least one 
fastener located inside the compartment and adapted to hold the closure in a first position 
relative to the opening, Tho closure of claim 47, wherein the fastener comprises a fastening 
element having a flexible beam and an engagement means; and actuating means attached to 
the fastener and including a material adapted to contract when activated; the beam being 
moveable, upon contraction of the material, between an engagement position and a 
disengagement position the fastener being adapted to cause the closure to assume a second 
position relative to the opening upon receipt of a suitable signal wherein the closure 
comprises at least one indicium visible from outside the compartment and adapted to 
provide a visual indication of a status of the closure or the compartment . 

58. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 57, wherein the material adapted to contract 

when activated is chosen from the group; shape memory wire, shape memory strip and 
shape memory alloy in sputter form. 

59. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 57, which comprises two of the actuating 

means attached to the fastening element. 

60. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 59, wherein one of the actuating means is 

adapted to cause the beam to move to the disengagement position and the other actuating 
means is adapted to cause the beam to move to the engagement position. 

61. (Currently Amended) The closure of claim 47 57, wherein the fastener is a fastener 

assembly for releasably securing an element, the element including a post having a 
groove, the assembly including a bar adapted to engage the groove to secure the element, 
the assembly also including a connecting means attached to the bar and consisting of or 
including shape memory material which, upon application of suitable energy, is adapted 
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to change shape and draw the bar out of engagement with the groove, thus releasing the 
element. 

62. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 61, wherein the element has more than one 

post, each having a groove. 

63. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 62, wherein the bar is adapted to engage the 

groove in more than one post. 

64. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 61, wherein the shape memory material is a 

titanium-nickel wire and the suitable energy is heat. 

65. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 47, wh e r e in th e fastener is adapted to cause tho closur e 

to assum e the s e cond position relativ e to the op e ning by r e l e asing the closure, th e closur e 
adapted to fall op e n under the influ e nc e of gravity. 

66. (Withdrawn) Tho closure of claim 4 7, wh e rein tho closur e is adapted to return to th e first 

position from tho second position by tho application of pressure of th e closure against th e 
op e ning. 

67. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 4 7, th e closure being associat e d with two or more 

fasteners. 

68. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 47, wh e rein each fast e ner is located on th e closur e . 

69. (Withdrawn) Tho closur e of claim 47, wh e rein e ach fastener is locat e d on a wall of th e 

compartment. 

70. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 47, wher e in th e indicium shows one or more of th e 

following: 

(i) wh e th e r th e closure is in th e first position or th e second position; 

(ii) wheth e r the compartment contains cont e nts or is empty. 

7 1 . (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 4 7, wh e r e in tho indicium tak e s a form of on e or mor e 

light e mitting diode chips. 

72. (Withdrawn) The closur e of claim 71, wh e rein tho fastener is link e d to tho light emitting 

diode chip or chips. 

73. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 4 8, whoroin the r e mot e d e vic e is a comput e r and th e 

m e ans for communicating is adapted to communicat e by email to th e comput e r. 
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74. (Withdrawn) Th e olosuro of claim 18, wheroin th e remote d e vic e is a mobile phon e and th e 

means for communicating is adapted to communicate a text m e ssage to the mobile phono. 

75. (Withdrawn) A compartment having th e closur e of claim 17. 

76. (Withdrawn) The closur e of claim 75, wh e n associat e d with m e ans for r e ading id e ntifying 

indicia to be plac e d within th e compartment. ^ 

77. (Withdrawn) An array of compartm e nts as claim e d in claim 75. 

78. (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 77, link e d to a smart card r e ad e r . 

79. (Withdrawn) The array of claim 77, wher e in th e fast e n e rs ar e conn e cted in s e ries. 

80. (Withdrawn) The array of claim 77, wher e in e ach fast e n e r is addres s able on an individual 

basis or as part of a group. 

8 1 . (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 78, wher e in the smart card read e r is configured to deduct a 

f ee e ach tim e a smart card is road by th e smart card r e ad e r. 

82. (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 81, wh e r e in tho fee is deducted against a credit on th e 

smart card or from a r e mot e account. 

83. (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 78, wher e in th e smart card is adapt e d to open anoth e r 

closure and/or to op e rate as a credit card. 

84. (Withdrawn) A closur e for a compartm e nt having ono or more walls and an op e ning 

d e fin e d by at least on e of the walls, th e closure being associat e d with at least on e fast e n e r 
located inside th e compartm e nt and adapt e d to hold th e closur e in a first position r e lativ e 
to th e op e ning, the fast e n e r b e ing adapt e d to caus e the closure to assum e a s e cond 
position r e lative to th e op e ning upon receipt of a suitabl e signal, wh e r e in the fast e ner 
compris e s moans for communicating to a r e mote device information r e lating to tho 
clo s ure, th e compartm e nt or contents of the compartm e nt. 

85. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 81, wher e in th e compartment forms an array with other 

compartm e nts having similar fast e n e rs, th e first mention e d fast e n e r is addressabl e and tho 
signal is provid e d by m e ans e xternal to th e compartment and capabl e of addressing th e 
first m e ntion e d fast e n e r. 

86. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 84, wher e in tho compartment is a mail box or lock e r. 

87. (Withdrawn) Tho closur e of claim 86, wheroin tho compartment is a mail box having an 

int e rnal op e ning for d e posit of mail. 
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88. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 8 1, having a slot provid e d at on e e nd of or through the 

closur e . 

89. (Withdrawn) Tho closure of olaim 84 , wh e r e in the closure is hinged to the compartm e nt at 

th e opening. 

90. (Withdrawn) The closur e of claim 84 , wh e rein in tho first position th e closur e clos e s th e 

op e ning. 

9 1 . (Withdrawn) Tho closure of claim 90, wh e r e in tho fastener locat e d inside tho compartm e nt 

is adapt e d to hold the closur e in th e first position relativ e to the opening without input of 
e n e rgy. 

92. (Withdrawn) The closur e of olaim 84, wherein in th e s e cond po s ition th e closur e p e rmits 

acc e ss to th e opening upon r e c e ipt of th e signal. 

93. (Currently Amended) A closure for a compartment having one or more walls and an 

opening defined by at least one of the walls, the closure being associated with at least one 
fastener located inside the compartment and adapted to hold the closure in a first position 
relative to the opening, Tho closure of olaim 81, wherein the fastener includes a fastening 
element having a flexible beam and an engagement means; and actuating means attached 
to the fastener and including a material adapted to contract when activated; the beam 
being moveable, upon contraction of the material, between an engagement position and a 
disengagement position , the fastener being adapted to cause the closure to assume a 
second position relative to the opening upon receipt of a suitable signal, wherein the 
fastener comprises means for communicating to a remote device information relating to 
the closure, the compartment or contents of the compartment .. 

94. (Previously Presented) The closure, of claim 93, wherein the material adapted to contract 

when activated is chosen from the group; shape memory wire, shape memory strip and 
shape memory alloy in sputter form. 

95. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 93, which comprises two of the actuating 

means attached to the fastening element. 

96. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 95, wherein one of the actuating means is 

adapted to cause the beam to move to the disengagement position and the other actuating 
means is adapted to cause the beam to move to the engagement position. 
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97. (Currently Amended) The closure of claim £4 93, wherein the fastener is a fastener 

assembly for releasably securing an element, the element including a post having a 
groove, the assembly including a bar adapted to engage the groove to secure the element, 
the assembly also including a connecting means attached to the bar and comprising of or 
including shape memory material which, upon application of suitable energy, is adapted 
to change shape and draw the bar out of engagement with the groove thus releasing the 
element. 

98. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 97, wherein the element has more than one 

post, each having a groove. 

99. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 98, wherein the bar is adapted to engage the 

groove in more than one post. 

100. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 97, wherein the shape memory material is a 

titanium-nickel wire and the suitable energy is heat. 

101. (Withdrawn) Th e clo s ure of claim 8 4 , wh e r e in th e fast e n e r is adapt e d to caus e th e closur e 

to assum e th e s e cond position r e lative to the opening by r e l e asing th e closur e , th e closure 
adapted to fall open under th e influ e nc e of gravity. 

1 02. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 84, wh e r e in th e closur e is adapted to return to th e first 

position from th e second position by th e application of pr e ssur e of th e closur e against th e 
opening. 

103. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 84, th e closur e b e ing associated with two or mor e 

fast e n e rs. 

1 04. (Withdrawn) The clo s ure of claim 8 4 , wh e r e in e ach fasten e r is located on th e closur e . 

105. (Withdrawn) The closur e of claim 84, wh e rein e ach fast e n e r is locat e d on a wall of the 

compartm e nt . 

106. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 8 4 , wh e r e in th e fastener is adapted to read information 

on an articl e locat e d insid e th e compartm e nt and to communicate information r e garding 
the article to the r e mote device. 

107. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 8 4, wherein the information relat e s to status of the 

closur e and is chos e n from the group b e ing closur e op e n, closure clos e d and closure 
damaged. 
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108. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of olaim 8 4 , wh e rein th e information relates to status of the 

compartm e nt and is chos e n from the group: compartm e nt e mpty, compartment occupied, 
compartment occupied by dangerous contents. 

109. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of olaim 8 4, wh e rein the remote device is a computer and th e 

means for communicating is adapt e d to communicate by e mail to th e comput e r. 

1 1 0. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 8 4 , wher e in th e r e mote d e vic e is a mobile phono and th e 

means for communicating is adapt e d to communicat e a text m e ssag e to the mobile phone. 

111. (Withdrawn) A compartm e nt having th e closur e of claim 8 4 . 

112. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of olaim 111, when associat e d with m e ans for r e ading identifying 

indicia to b e . plac e d within th e compartm e nt. 

113. (Withdrawn) An array of compartm e nts as claim e d in claim 111. 

114. (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 1 13, link e d to a smart card r e ad e r. 

115. (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 1 13, wh e r e in th e fast e ners are connected in s e ries. 

1 1 6. (Withdrawn) The array of claim 1 13, wherein each fast e n e r is addr e ssabl e on an individual 

basis or as part of a group. 

1 1 7. (Withdrawn) The array of claim 1 14, wher e in th e smart card reader is configur e d to deduct 

a fee each time a smart card is r e ad by th e smart card r e ad e r. 

118. (Withdrawn) Th e array of claim 117, wh e rein the foe is d e duct e d against a credit on the 

smart card or from a r e mot e account. 

1 19. (Withdrawn) Th e array of olaim 117, wh e r e in th e smart card is adapted to op e n anoth e r 

closur e and/or to op e rat e as a cr e dit card. 

120. (Withdrawn) A closure for a compartment having on e or more walls and an op e ning 

d e fin e d by at least one of th e walls, th e closure b e ing associated with at l e ast on e fast e n e r 
located insid e th e compartm e nt and adapt e d to hold th e closure in a first position relativ e 
to th e op e ning, the fasten e r b e ing adapt e d to caus e th e closur e to assum e a s e cond 
position r e lativ e to th e op e ning upon receipt of a suitabl e signal, wh e rein the 
compartm e nt forms an array with oth e r compartm e nts having similar fasteners, th e first 
mentioned fasten e r is addr e ssabl e and th e signal is provid e d by m e ans external to th e 
compartment and capable of addressing the first m e ntion e d fast e n e r. 

121. (Withdrawn) The closur e of olaim 120, wherein th e compartment is a mail box or lock e r. 
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122. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 121, wherein tho compartm e nt is a mail box having an 

int e rnal op e ning for deposit of mail. 

1 23 . (Withdrawn) The clo s ure of claim 120, having a slot provided at on e e nd of or through th e 

clo s ur e . 

1 24. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 120, wherein th e closur e is hing e d to th e compartment at 

th e op e ning. 

125. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 120, wh e rein in the first position th e closur e clos e s th e 

op e ning. 

1 26. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 125, wherein th o fast e n e r locat e d insid e th e compartm e nt 

is adapt e d to hold th e closur e in the first position r e lativ e to th e op e ning without input of 
e n e rgy. 

127. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 120, wherein in the s e cond position the closure permit s 

acc e ss to th e op e ning upon r e ceipt of tho signal. . . 

128. (Currently Amended) A closure for a compartment having one or more walls and an 

opening defined by at least one of the walls, the closure being associated with at least one 
fastener located inside the compartment and adapted to hold the closure in a first position 
relative to the opening, Tho closur e of claim 120, wherein the fastener includes a 
fastening element having a flexible beam and an engagement means; and actuating means 
attached to the fastener and including a material adapted to contract when activated; the 
beam being moveable, upon contraction of the material, between an engagement position 
and a disengagement position , the fastener being adapted to cause the closure to assume a 
second position relative to the opening upon receipt of a suitable signal, wherein the 
compartment forms an array with other compartments having similar fasteners, the first- 
mentioned fastener is addressable and the signal is provided by means external to the 
compartment and capable of addressing the first-mentioned fastener . 

129. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 128, wherein the material adapted to contract 

when activated is chosen from the group; shape memory wire, shape memory strip and 
shape memory alloy in sputter form. 

130. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 128, which comprises two of the actuating 

means attached to the fastening element. 
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131. (Currently Amended) The closure of claim 450 128 , wherein one of the actuating means is 

adapted to cause the beam to move to the disengagement position and the other actuating 
means is adapted to cause the beam to move to the engagement position. 

132. (Currently Amended) The closure of claim A2Q 128 , wherein the fastener is a fastener 

assembly for releasably securing an element, the element including a post having a 
groove, the assembly including a bar adapted to engage the groove to secure the element, 
the assembly also including a connecting means attached to the bar and comprising of or 
including shape memory material which, upon application of suitable energy, is adapted 
to change shape and draw the bar out of engagement with the groove thus releasing the 
element. 

133. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 132, wherein the element has more than one 

post, each having a groove. 

134. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 133, wherein the bar is adapted to engage the 

groove in more than one post. 

135. (Previously Presented) The closure of claim 132, wherein the shape memory material is a 

titanium-nickel wire and the suitable energy is heat. 

1 36. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 120, wh e r e in th e fastener is adapt e d to caus e th e clo s ur e 

to as s ume the s e cond position r e lativ e to th e op e ning by releasing the closur e , th e closure 
adapted to fall op e n under the influ e nc e of gravity. 

137. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 120, wherein th e closur e is adapt e d to r e turn to the first 

position from th e s e cond position by th e application of pr e ssur e of th e closur e against th e 
op e ning. 

138. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 120, th e closur e b e ing a ss ociat e d with two or mor e 

fast e n e rs. 

139. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 120, wh e r e in e ach fast e n e r is locat e d on th e closur e . 

140. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 120, wherein e ach fast e n e r is located on a wall of th e 

compartm e nt. 

141. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 120, wh e re th e re is more than on e fasten e r as s ociat e d 

with the closur e , but only one fasten e r is addr e ssabl e . 

142. (Withdrawn) The closur e of claim 120, wherein at l e ast on e fast e n e r is e ncrypt e d. 
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143. ( W ithdrawn) Th e closur e of olaim 120, wh e rein th e array is link e d to a smart card reader. 

144. (Withdrawn) The closure of claim 120, wh e rein in the array tho fasteners are conn e ct e d in 

series. 

145. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim 120, wh e r e in in th e array e ach fast e n e r is addressable on 

an individual basis or as part of a group. 

146. (Withdrawn) Tho closure of olaim HI, wherein the smart card reader is configur e d to 

deduct a foe each time a smart card is r e ad by th e smart card r e ad e r. 

147. (Withdrawn) Th e closure of claim 1 4 4, wh e r e in th e f ee is d e duct e d against a credit on th e 

smart oard or from a r e mot e account. 

148. (Withdrawn) Th e closur e of claim HI, wherein the smart card is adapted to op e n anoth e r 

closur e and/or to op e rate as a cr e dit card. 
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